
Mobile Learning 

There are many tools available to keep students engaged in 2016 and many advances in technology that 

can be utilised.  One concept that I believe is becoming more prominent is mobile learning.  One thing 

we know about adult learners is they can have many priorities and it can be difficult to find the time to 

learn, but mobile learning could open up new avenues to learn.  Many people commute to work via bus 

or train, which can be hours of sitting doing nothing, time which could be spent learning.  Or time sitting 

waiting for an appointment.  

Mobile learning (or mlearning) is sort of the next evolution of elearning.   

Wikipedia’s definition is: 

 "learning across multiple contexts, through social and content interactions, using personal electronic 

devices.  A form of distance education, m-learners use mobile device educational technology at their time 

convenience.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M-learning 

One of the advantages of mlearning is it can be accessed from pretty much anywhere.  You could be on 

your way to a client meeting and quickly brush up on a concept with a learning aid on your mobile 

device.   

Elearning industry has a list of some pretty useful apps designers can use to create mobile learning. 

https://elearningindustry.com/mobile-apps-instructional-designers-should-be-familiar-with 

I mentioned before that mlearning is like the next evolution of elearning, but something else I should 

mention is it is not just simply elearning on your mobile device.  It is important to keep in mind that you 

cannot simply take content from an elearn that learners look at on a computer and put it on a phone.  

Firstly due to the size of a mobile device, the amount of content that you can share is reduced.  Large 

amounts of writing will look overwhelming on a mobile device.  A good place to start is breaking content 

into sections and simplifying the language, perhaps rather than full sentences you can create a list of dot 

points.  

Once again elearning industry has a great article with some tips to get you started.  

https://elearningindustry.com/7-dos-and-donts-of-mobile-learning 

In conclusion I believe that mobile learning will play a big part in the future of adult education and I will 

certainly be trying to keep up-to-date with the technology.  


