
Using Social Media in Learning 

Another trend in education is the use of social media; there are so many different social media 

platforms out there that could be perfect collaborative tools.  Learners already use social media such as 

facebook in their personal lives to collaborate on things, so why not use it for learning purposes.  

There are those that believe that social media should not be in the classroom and that having students 

on facebook is a distraction.  My thoughts on this are that it all depends on how you frame its use and 

how you motivate students to be engaged in your class.  If students are bored and not engaged then I 

think their attention is going to be grabbed by something else, even if it’s not facebook.  If you have set 

up your course so students are motivated to learn and have created activities that allow them to 

collaborate on facebook (or whichever form of social media you choose) that they are excited to do then 

this should hold their attention.  

I found this article to have some great tips on using social media in the classroom. 

http://www.teacherswithapps.com/10-great-ways-to-use-social-media-in-classroom/ 

I like the fact that this article talks about a whole range of social media, not only facebook.   I also think 

that it shows how you can keep students engaged by delivering learning in a variety of ways, such as a 

podcast or discussing content on twitter.  These can be fun ways to deliver the same content that could 

be delivered in a lecture, and perhaps the fact that it is delivered in a different way will make the 

student remember it more.  

Overall I think social media is a great way to add that extra bit of engagement into the learning 

experience.  It is also a great way to add a “real world” element to what you are teaching.  


