
Using Technology to Instruct 

Technology is everywhere today.  In an earlier post on the flipped classroom I talked about how pretty 

much every student today has a phone and is using technology and social media, so we should be using 

it in the classroom.  Now I would like to say that while this is true we need to ensure we are using it 

correctly and effectively. 

Smart boards are an example of technology that can be a great addition to the classroom or, if not used 

correctly, not a great value add.  

A smart board is an interactive whiteboard, sort of like a whiteboard, computer and data projector 

rolled into one.   

I interviewed my father, who teaches high school maths, about his experience using a smart board. 

Pros 

Multiple pages - When one screen is filled you can load a new one but still go back to the original. 

Split screen – Can display a text book on one side and do calculations on the other to demonstrate 

theory.  Show statistical data from the internet and analyse on the other. 

Save – Complex diagrams can be saved to continue working on next class.  It is also possible to save 

whole lessons for future use; however you need to be wary of this as it is important to work through 

examples with students as it helps them to see you go through the steps.   

Printing – Class work can be printed out and given out as a handout or to students who were away.  This 

can be useful for students who have difficulty writing or who are struggling to keep up. 

Glass screen - This is a function where an electronic “glass screen” covers the board. The board 

underneath can still be seen but now you can write on top of it and then make the writing disappear 

when you’ve finished. This is particularly good when using electronic text books or graphs and diagrams 

off the Internet. Students can come up and show you where they think the graph should be before you 

press the button and see where the correct graph is. 

Graph - The screen can go from plane to grid making graph drawing much easier. 

Cons 

A lot of effort needed to learn how to use them properly and how to effectively incorporate them into 

your lesson. 

Technology can be unreliable and the software sometimes stops working and you may be left with an 

unusable whiteboard in front of a class full of students.  Some whiteboards can be used as normal 

whiteboards with a pen and give this backup but some can't. 



Overall it is important to keep in mind that technology should only be used when it can offer a better 

way of doing something and not just for the sake of using it.  It is important to maintain sound teaching 

practices and still go through the learning process when needed, rather than just recording everything 

and have students read it.  Keep in mind that it is sometimes important to go through the work in class 

to demonstrate to students, rather than just have “here’s one I prepared earlier”.  

If you are going to use a smart board make sure you take the time to learn how to use it properly and 

how research the best way to incorporate the technology into your lesson. 


