
Effective Presentations 

There are lots of articles out there that talk about how to put together PowerPoint presentations.  Most 

of them talk about keeping them minimal and not putting everything you are going to talk about onto a 

slide.  A good PowerPoint presentation should be used as a guide to structure the lesson, not talking 

points which learners could read on their own. 

Of everything I have read about effective presentation I think the key point is that a presentation should 

not be an overload of text.  A great presentation comes from the presenters’ ability to present and 

knowledge of the subject matter they are teaching.  The presenter should not have to read off the slides 

in order to know what to say, they should have speaking notes for that.  The best presentations I have 

seen have been when the presenter clearly knows the subject and is relaxed in their delivery.  It can be 

distracting to have a presenter read off power point slides at the same time as you yourself are reading 

them.   

I think it is also important to keep in mind how you are using a slide presentation. If you go to the effort 

of creating a presentation, then you need to make sure you use it.  If there is a presentation up in class, 

but you make no reference to it then you may just leave your learners confused about if they should 

have been reading it.   

In my opinion a good presentation should add value to what you are speaking about.  This could be in 

the form of a short quote that highlights the point you are making, or a visual that helps the learner 

make connection in their mind to the content you are speaking to.  

When creating a presentation it is also important to keep in mind the purpose and the difference 

between instructing and facilitating.  If you are instructing, what key pieces of information do your 

learners need to know?  Should you provide them with a handout with instructions or have these in a 

slide.  If you are facilitating keep in mind that a lot of the content is going to come from the learners and 

you are there to draw it out of them by asking the right questions.  

Finally keep in mind that you don’t have to give all information via a PowerPoint, there is also a good old 

whiteboard.  Drawing a diagram on a whiteboard can be a great way to break up a lesson and allows you 

to move around.  The act of drawing the diagram live in class keeps the learners part of the process, as 

they see your thinking as you go through the steps of drawing or writing.  

Overall I would say “keep it simple”.  Really consider what is worth putting on a slide and if there is large 

chunks of information that the learners needs to know, consider if it is worth creating a handout.  


